
Enlisted Association of the National Guard

Of Tennessee

And

Enlisted Association of the National Guard  

of the United States

“EANGTN & EANGUS ”



Our Purpose:

To organize all enlisted persons and work together for the purpose 

of advancing the standing, prestige, and social welfare of the 

National Guard.

To improve the position and status of the enlisted members in their 

relationship with the civilian community as well as in a military 

environment. 

To develop and promote legislation designed to obtain these 

purposes.



• Largest enlisted reserve component association

• Headquartered in Washington, D.C.

• Our mission is to give a voice on Capitol Hill for 

Enlisted National Guard men and women, their 

families, and retirees

• Longstanding member of

The Military Coalition



The Military Coalition

www.themilitarycoalition.org

• Formed to work on 
compensation and benefits 
issues for service members, 
veterans, and their families

• Speaks with one powerful 
voice to lawmakers

• 35 member associations, 
representing almost 6 
million members

• EANGUS fully participates 
with TMC



• President

• Vice President

• Secretary

• Treasurer

• Past President

• Executive Director

• Parliamentarian

• Sergeant at Arms

• Chaplain

• Historian

• Memorial Book 
Chairman

• State Presidents

• Area Chairmen

• Area Directors



EANGUS Membership Benefits

• Awards to individuals who support EANGUS

• Grants & Scholarships

• Health & Vision Care Plans

• New Patriot quarterly magazine

• Travel discounts

• Vendor discounts with  Apple, Dell, 
Silvertowne Mint, FTD Flowers…and much, 
much more!

• Visit www.eangus.org for more information



EANGUS 

“We Care For America” Foundation

• Emergency relief fund 

for EANGUS members

• Emergency grants for 

financial hardship

• 501(c)(3) non-profit 

charity (donations are tax 

deductible)



EANGUS Legislative Goals

• Each year, EANGUS 

works on legislative issues 

to benefit National Guard 

members

• Legislative goals come 

from the membership

• See the Roll Call Wrap Up 

on our website for more 

details. www.eangus.org
Image Credits: http://wikitravel.org/en/Image:Capitol_Building_oblique_view.jpg



The 2020 National Defense Authorization Act:

National Guard Highlights

• A 3.1% Pay Raise
• TRS for Mil Techs (Effective 2030)
• 12304b early retirement credit is retroactive to 2012
• GI Bill transferability will no longer have a maximum years of service limit
• Military student identifier for RC children
• Repeal SBP/DIC offset by 2023
• Paid family leave for federal employees
• Establish US Space Force with a JCS seat
• Single standard record of service (the DD214) will include Guard and 

Reserve service
• No involuntary ANG Mil Tech conversions to AGR
• No subjective upgrades to USR
• Report on incentives for AGR/Mil Tech
• Report on paying BAH vs OHA in territories
• Plan on phase out of burn pit usage



EANGTN ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• · TN STRONG Act, allowing all TN Guard Members the opportunity to obtain a Bachelor’s 
degree and was later expanded to cover certifications and Master’s degrees

• · National Guard members’ protection under the Federal Tort Claims Act 
• · Unlimited commissary access for Guard and Reserve 
• · Incapacitations pay for member of National Guard traveling to and from training locations 
• · Survivor Benefit Program (SBP) improvements 
• · Technical supplemental annuity for retirement prior to age 62 
• · SGLI expansion from $35,000 to $50,000 to $100,000 to $200,000 to $250,000 to $400,000
• · Elimination of discrimination in hiring because of National Guard and Reserve 
• · GI Bill for the National Guard and Reserve 
• · VA Home Loan for Guard and Reserve 
• · Gray Area Retirement Benefits 
• · Increases in the Montgomery GI Bill 
• · Medical care for injured Reservists 
• · Improved Veterans’ Reemployment Rights 
• · Improvements in the Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act 
• Increase in retirement points raised from 60 to 130 per year 



EANGUS & EANGTN Scholarships

There are two types of 
scholarships available 
through EANGUS: 

• The CSM Virgil R. 
Williams and the Patriot 
Scholarships are paid by 
EANGUS directly to the 
school the selectee is 
attending. 

• The second type of 
scholarships are 
presented by specific 
universities with which 
EANGUS has partnered.

EANGTN SCHOLARSHIPS

$1,000 scholarships 
(available number of scholarships to 

be determined annually)

The following persons are 
eligible:

1. EANGTN members

2. Unmarried, dependent 
sons and daughters of 
EANGTN members

3. Spouses of EANGTN 
members



EANGTN Auxiliary

• Purpose: 
– To organize all spouses of enlisted persons who are 

members in good standing of the Enlisted Association of 
the National Guard of Tennessee.  To work together in 
unison for the purpose of advancing the standing, prestige, 
and social welfare of the Tennessee National Guard.  

– To support or spouses in their efforts to improve their 
position and status in their relationship with the civilian 
community as well as in a military environment.

• Contact the EANGTN Office for more information on 
becoming an Auxiliary Member at 615.336.2974.



State Sponsored Life Insurance

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
• You guard Tennessee from Unexpected Disasters; 
• NGATN Group Insurance Trust (NGATNGIT) works with 

Companies who support our men and women in uniform to 
guard your family from life’s Unexpected Events. 

• NGATN members enjoy special group rates for coverage 
that bridges financial gaps when income stops. 

• Explore our Insurance site to learn more about our 
products, download free information and worksheets, 
compare rates, and apply for coverage that fits your 
family’s needs.

www.ngatn.org/insurance



Membership

• TN is ranked 2nd in the Nation for Membership!

• Types of membership:
– Annual – members of the National Guard and retirees, 

dues are paid every year

– Life – members of National Guard and retirees, one-
time fee payment for life

– Associate – individuals who aren’t members of the 
National Guard, dues are paid every year

– Associate Life – lifetime membership for associates

– Corporate – Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, and 
Platinum Plus membership levels

– Honorary – bestowed by EANGUS leaders



Membership

• Membership for both organizations are 
included in the same payment.  

• So, when you join EANGTN, you’re joining 
EANGUS, as well!

• It is quicker & easier for TN to process 
membership when payments are made through 
the state level.  

• Get with your Unit’s EANGTN Rep, visit 
www.eangtn.org, or call Melissa Messina, 
615.336.2974, to Join/Renew.



EANGTN/EANGUS Membership Dues

LIFE MEMBERSHIP  - One-time fee of $210

Auxiliary Membership:  Annual - $15.00 Associate - $6.00

ASSOCIATE LIFE MEMBERSHIP – One-time fee of $150
EANGUS Associate Life Membership - One-time fee of $110

Associate Annual Dues $24

Enlisted Annual Dues E1 – E6 = $17

Enlisted Annual Dues E7 – E9 = $42

Membership is based on an anniversary year. For example, 
if you renew your membership on 15 June of this year, your 

membership will not expire until 15 June of next year.



EANGTN Points of Contact

JFHQ: SGM Cynthia Humphrey
Cynthia.m.humphrey4.mil@mail.mil

423.915.6069

SGM Carolyn Jones
Carolyn.d.jones.mil@mail.mil, 

731.421.5607

194th ENG BDE: Currently Vacant

278th ACR: CSM Dustin Dunn
Dustin.Dunn@gallatintn.gov

SSG Kristopher Gore
kriseddrogersauto@gmail.com

30th TC: Currently Vacant

230th SB: SFC Kimber Pienaar
kimberly.k.pienaar.mil@army.mil

President:

CMSgt Chris Gragg

c.t.gragg@gmail.com, 

865.336.3868

Vice President, Air:

CMSgt Greg Jennings

Gregory.jennings.1@us.af.mil

(865) 405-9142

Vice President, Army:

CSM Nathan Escue

Nathan.a.escue.mil@army.mil,

118th AW: CMSgt Brock Downey
Brock.downey@us.af.mil

134th ARW: SSgt Travis Pruett
leftside72@gmail.com, 

865.414.2253

164th Airlift Wing: CMSgt John Howard,
John.a.howard26.mil@mail.mil,

901.291.7194

241 EIS: SMSgt William Ammons
William.ammons@ang.af.mil, 

423.893.3615

Retirees: MSG (Ret) Sharon Rice
sharondrice@bellsouth.net

EANGTN AREA DIRECTORS:

mailto:Cynthia.m.humphrey4.mil@mail.mil
mailto:Carolyn.d.jones.mil@mail.mil
mailto:John.a.howard26.mil@mail.mil


Get Involved

Become a Unit Representative

• We recommend that unit representatives be a junior 
enlisted service member.
– Frees up the senior personnel from additional 

responsibilities 

– Allows lower enlisted to feel a part of something bigger.

– More impactful for the younger service members to hear 
information about our Association from their peers.

• Unit Representatives are responsible for all Association 
business, i.e. collecting dues, keeping unit apprised of 
State and National Association news, etc.



Upcoming Events

• EANGTN State Conference

– April 20-23, 2023

– Knoxville, TN

• EANGUS Area III Caucus

– April 2023

– St. Augustine, FL

• EANGUS Annual National Conference

– Next conference taking place August 13-16, 2023 in 

– Rochester, MN



Contact Information

Melissa Messina     615. 336.2974

www.eangtn.org 

Like us on Facebook:

“Enlisted Association of the National Guard of Tennessee”

Follow us on Instagram:

@tnenlistedassociation

EANGTN Mailing address:

P.O. Box 416

Mount Juliet, TN 37121


