
Popular Teen Nonfiction Books 

(showing 1-50 of 699) 

Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—the World's Most Dangerous Weapon 
(Hardcover)  

by Steve Sheinkin (shelved 12 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.12 — 24,089 ratings — published 2012 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion, and the Fall of Imperial Russia 
(Hardcover)  

by Candace Fleming (Goodreads Author) (shelved 10 times as teen-nonfiction) 
avg rating 4.13 — 16,425 ratings — published 2014 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Symphony for the City of the Dead: Dmitri Shostakovich and the Siege of 
Leningrad (Hardcover)  

by M.T. Anderson (shelved 8 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.33 — 9,606 ratings — published 2015 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

How They Croaked (Hardcover)  

by Georgia Bragg (shelved 8 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.07 — 8,950 ratings — published 2011 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The Nazi Hunters: How a Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the World's 
Most Notorious Nazi (Hardcover)  

by Neal Bascomb (Goodreads Author) (shelved 7 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.90 — 6,885 ratings — published 2013 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 
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The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club 
(Audio CD)  

by Phillip M. Hoose (shelved 6 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.07 — 5,578 ratings — published 2015 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

We Should Hang Out Sometime: Embarrassingly, a True Story (Hardcover)  

by Josh Sundquist (Goodreads Author) (shelved 6 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.84 — 40,157 ratings — published 2014 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

March: Book One (March, #1)  

by John Lewis (shelved 6 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.34 — 49,576 ratings — published 2013 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Courage Has No Color: The True Story of the Triple Nickles, America's First 
Black Paratroopers (Hardcover)  

by Tanya Lee Stone (Goodreads Author) (shelved 6 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.99 — 4,182 ratings — published 2013 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans (Hardcover)  

by Don Brown (shelved 5 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.07 — 12,558 ratings — published 2015 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

I Am Malala: The Story of the Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was 
Shot by the Taliban (Hardcover)  

by Malala Yousafzai (shelved 5 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.08 — 682,830 ratings — published 2012 

Want to Read 
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Rate this book 
1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the Bicycle to Freedom (With a Few 
Flat Tires Along the Way)  

by Sue Macy (shelved 5 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.83 — 2,543 ratings — published 2011 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

They Called Themselves the K.K.K.: The Birth of an American Terrorist 
Group (Hardcover)  

by Susan Campbell Bartoletti (shelved 5 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.83 — 5,083 ratings — published 2010 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Night (The Night Trilogy #1)  

by Elie Wiesel (shelved 5 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.30 — 1,034,557 ratings — published 1958 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers (Hardcover) 

by Deborah Heiligman (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.19 — 6,407 ratings — published 2017 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Here We Are: Feminism for the Real World (Paperback)  

by Kelly Jensen (Goodreads Author) (Editor) (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.19 — 10,862 ratings — published 2017 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden and the Trial of the Century 
(Hardcover)  
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by Sarah Miller (Goodreads Author) (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.70 — 3,193 ratings — published 2016 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Honor Girl: A Graphic Memoir (Hardcover)  

by Maggie Thrash (Goodreads Author) (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.82 — 13,377 ratings — published 2015 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil Rights (Audio 
CD)  

by Steve Sheinkin (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.98 — 6,863 ratings — published 2014 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Go: A Kidd's Guide to Graphic Design (Hardcover)  

by Chip Kidd (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.09 — 3,172 ratings — published 2013 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Imprisoned: The Betrayal of Japanese Americans during World War II 
(Hardcover)  

by Martin W. Sandler (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.08 — 1,820 ratings — published 2013 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Primates: The Fearless Science of Jane Goodall, Dian Fossey, and Biruté 
Galdikas (Hardcover)  

by Jim Ottaviani (Goodreads Author) (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.83 — 9,918 ratings — published 2013 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 
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Lincoln's Grave Robbers (Hardcover)  

by Steve Sheinkin (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.83 — 5,387 ratings — published 2012 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The Pregnancy Project (Hardcover)  

by Gaby Rodriguez (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.64 — 10,136 ratings — published 2012 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The Dark Game: True Spy Stories from Invisible Ink to CIA Moles 
(Hardcover)  

by Paul B. Janeczko (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.35 — 813 ratings — published 2010 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The Year We Disappeared: A Father-Daughter Memoir (Hardcover)  

by Cylin Busby (Goodreads Author) (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.81 — 4,709 ratings — published 2008 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Charles and Emma: The Darwins' Leap of Faith (Hardcover)  

by Deborah Heiligman (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.68 — 10,790 ratings — published 2008 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream (Hardcover)  

by Tanya Lee Stone (Goodreads Author) (shelved 4 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.96 — 3,363 ratings — published 2009 

Want to Read 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15809629-lincoln-s-grave-robbers
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/480253.Steve_Sheinkin
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/users/15809629-lincoln-s-grave-robbers?shelf=teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12027395-the-pregnancy-project
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5038489.Gaby_Rodriguez
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/users/12027395-the-pregnancy-project?shelf=teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8036433-the-dark-game
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8036433-the-dark-game
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/121117.Paul_B_Janeczko
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/users/8036433-the-dark-game?shelf=teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3181454-the-year-we-disappeared
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/244047.Cylin_Busby
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/users/3181454-the-year-we-disappeared?shelf=teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4292125-charles-and-emma
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/119782.Deborah_Heiligman
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/users/4292125-charles-and-emma?shelf=teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4836780-almost-astronauts
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/75499.Tanya_Lee_Stone
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/users/4836780-almost-astronauts?shelf=teen-nonfiction
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15809629-lincoln-s-grave-robbers
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12027395-the-pregnancy-project
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8036433-the-dark-game
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3181454-the-year-we-disappeared
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4292125-charles-and-emma
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4836780-almost-astronauts


Rate this book 
1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

This Is Really Happening (Hardcover)  

by Erin Chack (Goodreads Author) (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.07 — 4,885 ratings — published 2017 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The Singing Bones (Hardcover)  

by Shaun Tan (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.17 — 1,563 ratings — published 2015 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Uprooted: The Japanese American Experience During World War II 
(Hardcover)  

by Albert Marrin (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.86 — 558 ratings — published 2016 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Being Jazz (Audio CD)  

by Jazz Jennings (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.93 — 4,074 ratings — published 2016 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story of the Selma Voting Rights 
March (Hardcover)  

by Lynda Blackmon Lowery (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.08 — 5,041 ratings — published 2015 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War 
(Hardcover)  

by Steve Sheinkin (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.23 — 8,643 ratings — published 2015 
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Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Brown Girl Dreaming (Hardcover)  

by Jacqueline Woodson (Goodreads Author) (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.10 — 107,575 ratings — published 2014 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek (Hardcover)  

by Maya Van Wagenen (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.04 — 25,393 ratings — published 2014 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Red Madness: How a Medical Mystery Changed What We Eat (Hardcover)  

by Gail Jarrow (Goodreads Author) (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.74 — 1,154 ratings — published 2014 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens Speak Out (Hardcover)  

by Susan Kuklin (Goodreads Author) (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.87 — 7,996 ratings — published 2014 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

"The President Has Been Shot!": The Assassination of John F. Kennedy 
(Audio CD)  

by James L. Swanson (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.07 — 3,802 ratings — published 2013 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and 
Changed the World (Hardcover)  
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by Sy Montgomery (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.97 — 4,293 ratings — published 2012 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Witches: The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem (History (US))  

by Rosalyn Schanzer (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.64 — 3,995 ratings — published 2011 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Chasing Lincoln's Killer (Hardcover)  

by James L. Swanson (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.86 — 11,378 ratings — published 2009 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Music Was IT: Young Leonard Bernstein (Hardcover)  

by Susan Goldman Rubin (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.90 — 385 ratings — published 2011 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The World of the Hunger Games (Hardcover)  

by Kate Egan (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.49 — 20,335 ratings — published 2012 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Flesh & Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its Legacy (Hardcover)  

by Albert Marrin (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.80 — 2,539 ratings — published 2011 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to Get Back on the 
Board (Paperback)  
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by Bethany Hamilton (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.09 — 15,364 ratings — published 2004 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice (Hardcover)  

by Phillip M. Hoose (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.03 — 9,395 ratings — published 2009 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

The Teenage Liberation Handbook: How to Quit School and Get a Real Life 
and Education (Paperback)  

by Grace Llewellyn (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 4.23 — 2,779 ratings — published 1991 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Ana's Story: A Journey of Hope (Hardcover)  

by Jenna Bush (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.69 — 3,168 ratings — published 2007 

Want to Read 
Rate this book 

1 of 5 stars2 of 5 stars3 of 5 stars4 of 5 stars5 of 5 stars 

Go Ask Alice (Paperback)  

by Beatrice Sparks (as "Anonymous") (shelved 3 times as teen-nonfiction)  
avg rating 3.77 — 310,386 ratings — published 1971 

 

2018 Finalists 

 
  

#NotYourPrincess: Voices of Native American Women edited by Mary Beth Leatherdale and Lisa 
Charleyboy and published by Annick Press 

The editors present a stereotype-busting, zine-like collection of personal essays, illustrations, and 
photos from and about the marginalized experiences of indigenous young women. This energetic 
showcase of contemporary lives demonstrates the strength and vitality of living heritages through a 
rich, visually stunning riot of art and memoir. 
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Eyes of the World: Robert Capa, Gerda Taro, and the Invention of Modern Photojournalism written by 
Marc Aronson and Marina Budhos and published by Henry Holt, an imprint of Macmillan Children’s 
Publishing Group 

Meet Robert Capo and Gerda Taro, young refugees and fearless pioneers of photojournalism, who 
documented the savagery of the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s. In capturing a struggle against 
fascism that presaged World War II, their body of work reflects the evolution of photography as a 
journalistic medium. Aronson and Budhos use the two as a springboard to an expansive look at a 
forgotten conflict whose political and philosophical ramifications captured the attention of the world.  

 

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Changed Their Lives written by Dashka 
Slater and published by Farrar Straus Giroux, an imprint of Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group 

In the news: an agender teen falls asleep on an Oakland city bus. A black teen sets their skirt on fire. 
Two young lives, forever entwined because of proximity in a moment, eventually spark an entire 
community’s shift towards restorative justice. 

  

 

Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers written by Deborah Heiligman and published by Godwin 
Books/Henry Holt, an imprint of Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group 

The bond between brothers was never stronger. Drawing on their lifelong correspondence, 
Heiligman plumbs their journey from an ascetic upbringing in a Protestant parsonage to the auction 
houses of Europe as Theo develops business acumen, all the while supporting volatile Vincent’s 
groundbreaking artistic endeavors both materially and emotionally. Their devotion to each other was 
so profound that there could have been no Vincent van Gogh without Theo.  

 

The Whydah: A Pirate Ship Feared, Wrecked, and Found written by Martin W. Sandler, and published 
by Candlewick Press 

Cinematic portrayals of the high seas can’t touch the rollicking realities of life aboard the Eighteenth 
century ship, The Whydah. This transporting look at the peculiar society of the piratical brotherhood, 
peppered with first-hand accounts, has much to tell us about successful maritime strategies for 
maintaining a reign of terror, the Whydah’s wreck and the house-to-house search it inspired, and the 
truths that artifacts recovered from its discovery off Cape Cod revealed about the golden age of 
piracy in the American colonies. 



Nominations 

View the 2018 list of official nominations in February. 

 

  Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults  

  

#NotYourPrincess: Voices of Native American Women 
By Mary Beth Leatherdale (editor), Lisa Charleyboy (editor) 

The editors present a stereotypebusting, zinelike collection of personal essays, 

illustrations, and photos from and about the marginalized experiences of indigenous 

young women. This energetic showcase of contemporary lives demonstrates the 

strength and vitality of living heritages through a rich, visually stunning riot of art and 

memoir. 
o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2018  

o ISBN: 9781554519576 

  

1968 
By Michael T. Kaufman 

A pivotal year of assassinations, uprisings, defiance, and triumph—from the Tet 

Offensive to the first glimpse of earth from Apollo 8—is unfolded month by month 

through the eyes of a reporter who was there. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9781-5964-34288 

  

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the 

Crime That Changed Their Lives 
By Dashka Slater 

In the news: an agender teen falls asleep on an Oakland city bus. A black teen sets 

their skirt on fire. Two young lives, forever entwined because of proximity in a 

moment, eventually spark an entire community's shift towards restorative justice. 
o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2018  

o ISBN: 9780374303235 

  
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After Gandhi: One Hundred Years of Nonviolent 

Resistance 
By Anne Sibley O'Brien, Perry Edmond O'Brien (Illustrator) 

The words and actions of Gandhi begin this tour through a century of acts of 

resistance displayed by such peacemakers as Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, 

Jr., Aung San Suu Kyi, Wangari Maathi, and many others. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9781580891295 

  

Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream 
By Tanya Lee Stone 

In the early 1960s, the doctor in charge of testing NASA's astronauts decided to find 

out if female pilots were capable of passing the grueling qualification tests required of 

male pilots. Feasible? Yes. Allowed? No. All testing of women's potential for the 

Mercury program was done outside NASA's purview and without their permission. 

The reasons why will stun readers. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780763636111 

  

The Amazing Harry Kellar: Great American Magician 
By Gail Jarrow 

Harry Kellar was a world-famous magician in his time, but he is now all but forgotten. 

This fascinating account examines his life and magic tricks, and is illustrated with 

numerous photos and full-color copies of the gorgeous posters that promoted his 

performances. 
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o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9781590788653 

  

Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia 

Earhart 
By Candace Fleming 

In this well-researched work, Fleming reveals the adventurous life of the most famous 

female aviator, from her childhood to the dramatic search for her plane as it unfolds 

through photographs, maps, handwritten documents and engaging text. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780375841989 

  

The Anne Frank Case: Simon Wiesenthal's Search for 

the Truth 
By Susan Goldman Rubin, Bill Farnsworth (Illustrator) 

When a group of teenagers disrupt a performance of The Diary of Anne Frank, Simon 

Wiesenthal begins a five-year search for the Gestapo who arrested Anne and her 

family. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780823421091 

  

Anne Frank: Her Life in Words and Pictures from the 

Archives of the Anne Frank House 
By Menno Metselaar, Ruud Van der Rol 

Numerous pictures as well as information about Anne's life provide for hours of 

browsing and fascinating reading of not only the Frank family but of the history of 

World War II. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9781596435476 

  

Babe Ruth 
By Wilborn Hampton 
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From the Babe's early years in a Catholic home for troubled boys, to his often 

notorious personal life, this biography from the Up Close series offers a full picture of 

one of the greatest players in baseball history. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780670063055 

  

Beyond: A Solar System Voyage 
By Michael Benson 

A stunning photographic tour traces our changing understanding of the solar system 

and how that understanding has been altered by the numerous space probes that were 

launched to discover whether life could exist out there—somewhere 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780810983229 

  

Blizzard of Glass: The Halifax Explosion of 1917 
By Sally M. Walker 

On a cold morning in December 1917, a ship filled with munitions collided with 

another vessel in Halifax Harbor. The resulting explosion flattened everything within 

a half-mile radius and resulted in more than 2,000 deaths. Walker follows several 

young people who lived through the disaster and chronicles the rescue efforts in a 

story that is both affecting and unbelieveable. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9780805089455 

  

Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal--the World's Most 

Dangerous Weapon 
By Steve Sheinkin 

In this suspenseful combination of science and history, Sheinkin masterfully exposes 

the international race to develop an atomic weapon and bring an end to World War II. 

This true-life spy thriller features an international cast of characters and will keep 

readers on the edge of their seats. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  
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o ISBN: 9781596434875 

  

Bootleg: Murder, Moonshine, and the Lawless Years of 

Prohibition 
By Karen Blumenthal 

For more than a decade starting in 1920, millions of regular Americans ignored the 

law of the land. Parents became bootleggers, kids smuggled illegal alcohol, and 

outlaws became celebrities. It wasn't supposed to be that way, of course. When 

Congress passed the Eighteenth Amendment, prohibiting the sale and manufacture of 

alcohol in the United States, supporters believed it would create a better, stronger 

nation. 
o Nonfiction  

o Narrative Non-Fiction: Inspired by Actual Events  

o Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults 2015, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9781250034274 

  

The Brave Escape of Edith Wharton 
By Connie Nordhielm Wooldridge 

A look into the extravagant life and times of the famous writer, Edith Wharton 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780547236308 

  

Can I See Your I.D.?: True Stories of False Identities 
By Chris Barton 

Ten stories of men and women who created false identities for a variety of reasons 

invite readers delve into the deceptions, including Ellen Craft who escaped slavery by 

pretending to be a white man. Graphic panels introduce each chapter together with a 

detailed bibliography for each person. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012, Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 2012  

o ISBN: 9780803733107 

  

Charles and Emma: The Darwins' Leap of Faith 
By Deborah Heiligman 

After creating a list of the pros and cons of marriage, science-minded Charles Darwin 

chooses to marry his strictly religious first cousin. Little does he know that he is about 

to embark upon the most loving, creative, and intellectually important relationship of 

his life. 
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o Nonfiction  

o Narrative Non-Fiction: Inspired by Actual Events  

o Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults 2015, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010, Michael L. 

Printz Award 2010  

o ISBN: 9780312661045 

  

Charles Dickens and the Street Children of London 
By Andrea Warren 

This biography shows how Dickens's childhood experiences with poverty shaped his 

writing and career by showing the parallels between his life and plots. It gives 

particular emphasis to how he used his wealth, fame, and platform to help England's 

neediest people. Including many period illustrations, the text brings alive to horrors of 

the workhouse and shows readers why Dickens was so popular in his time and why he 

continues to be read and studied. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9780547395746 

  

Chuck Close Face Book 
By Chuck Close 

Chuck Close Face Book is a deceptively simple book, less in-depth biography than his 

life as a painter. Close overcame physical illness to become an inspiration for artists; 

the sections on his creative process and technique will give teen artists insight and 

ideas for their own craft. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9781419701634 
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  

Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice 
By Phillip M. Hoose 

Months before the landmark 1955 Montgomery bus boycott began, one fifteen-year-

old girl refused to give up her seat and became a key part of the legal battle to 

overturn segregation. 

o Historical Fiction  

o Outstanding Books for the College Bound and Lifelong Learners 2014, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young 

Adults 2010 

o ISBN: 9780374313227 

  

Courage Has No Color: The True Story of the Triple 

Nickles, America's First Black Paratroopers 
By Tanya Lee Stone 

The disappointment and heartache of these heroes is skillfully communicated with 

J.D. Jackson's authentic and culturally-sensitive narration. 
o Nonfiction  

o Conflicted: Life During Wartime  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2014, Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults 2014 

o ISBN: 9780763651176 

  

The Dark Game: True Spy Stories 
By Paul Janeczko 

From clothesline codes to surveillance satellites and cyber espionage, Janeczko 

uncovers two centuries' worth of true spy stories in U.S. history. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780763629151 
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Denied, Detained, Deported: Stories from the Dark Side 

of American Immigration 
By Ann Bausum 

Is the U.S. really a land of welcome? 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9781426303326 

  

Diego: Bigger Than Life 
By Carmen T. Bernier-Grand, David Diaz (Illustrator) 

A sparse and lyrical free-verse biography of the intriguing Mexican artist Diego 

Rivera is enhanced by magnificent illustrations by David Diaz. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780761453833 

  

The Duel: The Parallel Lives of Alexander Hamilton and 

Aaron Burr 
By Judith St. George 

Two prestigious Americans who fought and politicked during and after the American 

Revolution were surprisingly similar, yet their mutual hatred led to each other's ruin. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780670011247 

  

Elephant Talk: The Surprising Science of Elephant 

Communication 
By Ann Downer 

After a brief overview of Asian and African elephants, Downer relates current 

research about the sounds, gestures, and ground vibrations used by elephants to “talk” 

to one another over near and far distances, all of which help the survival of this smart 

social animal. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  
o ISBN: 9780761357667 

  
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony: A 

Friendship That Changed the World, 
By Penny Colman 

Colman masterfully blends commentary, historical events, quotations, and 

personalities in her compelling narrative of the lifelong friendship and partnership of 

these two crusaders who spearheaded the fight, against unbelievable odds, to gain 

equal rights for women. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9781250073730 

  

Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings: A Memoir 
By Margarita Engle 

Cuban? American? Lush island paradise or fast-paced city living? These are the two 

worlds that Margarita Engle eloquently describes through lyrical, free-verse poems as 

she attempts to define herself, her family, and her country within the context of being 

biracial during the United States' invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs. The power of 

this book lies in the emotional connections and vivid imagery evoked by observing 

the simple differences between Engle's two families as she deftly explores both 

cultures' customs and traditions. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2016  

o ISBN: 9781481435222 

  

Encyclopedia of the End: Mysterious Death in Fact, 

Fancy, Folklore, and More 
By Deborah Noyes 

An encyclopedic feast of the people, places, events and practices surrounding death, 

including rituals and ceremonies as well as the more macabre aspects concerning what 

happens after death, both literally and spiritually. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780618823628 
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Ernest Hemingway: A Writer's Life 
By Catherine Reef 

A chronological account of the incredible life of this author and journalist, who 

witnessed and participated in some of the most iconic historical moments of the 

twentieth century. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780618987054 

  

Every Bone Tells a Story: Hominin Discoveries, 

Deductions, and Debates 
By Jill Rubalcaba, Peter Robertshaw 

When did language begin? How did early humans populate the globe? By looking 

closely at four of the most significant hominins ever discovered, the authors explain 

how Turkana Boy, Lapedo Child, Kennewick Man, and Iceman have influenced 

debates about the nature of the earliest members of the family Hominidae. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9781580891646 

  

Eyes of the World: Robert Capa, Gerda Taro, and the 

Invention of Modern Photojournalism 
By Marc Aronson, Marina Budhos 

Meet Robert Capo and Gerda Taro, young refugees and fearless pioneers of 

photojournalism, who documented the savagery of the Spanish Civil War in the 

1930s. In capturing a struggle against fascism that presaged World War II, their body 

of work reflects the evolution of photography as a journalistic medium. 
o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2018  

o ISBN: 9780805098358 

  

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion & the Fall of 

Imperial Russia 
By Candace Fleming 

Fleming deftly illuminates the fascinating life of Czar Nicholas II; his wife, 

Alexandra; and their children, describing their ostentatiously privileged upbringing, 
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the dramatic fall of the Russian Empire, and their tragic deaths in this moving and 

insightful biography of Russia's Romanov family. She unflinchingly exposes the 

flawed but human side of the royal family while simultaneously interweaving details 

about the rich historical context, from Rasputin and Lenin to the narratives of the poor 

and working class, told in excerpts from the diaries and letters of Russia's peasants, 

factory workers, and soldiers. With captivating photos, extensive primary sources, and 

recent research about the fate of the Romanov family, Fleming tells a gripping, 

comprehensive story of life in a pivotal period of Russian history. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2015  

o ISBN: 9780375867828 

  

Father Abraham: Lincoln and His Sons 
By Harold Holzer 

Lincoln led the country through some of its most tumultuous years, all the while 

bearing the terrible grief of a bereaved father. Two of his four sons died before 

Lincoln was elected president, and a third died in the White House. Photographs and 

primary source quotes reveal this private story behind one of our most famous 

presidents. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9781590783030 

  

FDR's Alphabet Soup: New Deal America, 1932-1939 
By Tonya Bolden 

Explanation of the circumstances that led up to FDR's election and the creation of 

programs to help put people back to work and save the economy 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780375852145 

  

First Flight Around the World: The Adventures of the 

American Fliers Who Won the Race 
By Tim Grove 

In 1924, a team of American aviators embarked on a race to circumnavigate the globe. 

During their 150-day journey, the crew faced hostile weather, pesky reporters, 
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mechanical failures, and agonizing disappointments. Drawing on archival materials, 

Grove enlivens this story of historical achievement with humor and fascinating travel 

anecdotes, while portraying the perseverance and dedication of the crew. This 

suspenseful tale is a visual feast with heart. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2016  

o ISBN: 9781419714825 

  

Flesh and Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its 

Legacy 
By Albert Marrin 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire of 1911 resulted in the deaths of 146 workers. 

Marrin puts the fire within the context of working conditions, immigration, and the 

labor movement, including present day factory conditions in the United States and 

worldwide. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780375868894 

  

Frederick Douglass: A Noble Life 
By David Adler 

The appended timeline, extensive notes, illustration information, bibliography and 

index all add appreciably to this exemplary presentation of Douglass' life and legacy 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780823420568 

  

The Frog Scientist 
By Pamela S. Turner 

Dr. Tyrone Hayes' scientific study of the effects of pesticides on frogs in the U.S. is 

documented through meticulous organization and spectacular photography. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780618717163 

  
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Frozen Secrets: Antarctica Revealed 
By Sally M. Walker 

In a book that captures the heart of the fascination with Antarctica, Frozen Secrets 

reveals the fascination, past and present, scientists have had for the continent of 

Antarctica 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9781580136075 

  

Gay America: Struggle for Equality 
By Linas Alsenas 

This work provides a chronological overview of public attitudes toward 

homosexuality throughout American history, as well as the experience of gay people 

during these prescriptive, restrictive, and even dangerous periods. 

o Nonfiction  

o Outstanding Books for the College Bound and Lifelong Learners 2014, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young 

Adults 2010 

o ISBN: 9780810994874 

  

George Schaller's Struggle to Save the Last Great Beasts 
By Pamela S. Turner 

Turner depicts the life of a world-renowned biologist and conservationist in this 

engagingly written and stunningly photographed book. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780374345785 

  

Get Real: What Kind of World Are You Buying? 
By Mara Rockliff 

Highly illustrated and conversational, the short personal stories interspersed with 

down-to-earth information about workers' conditions and environmental impact. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780762437450 

  

Gettysburg: The Graphic Novel 
By C. M. Butzer 
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The momentous events at Gettysburg and their aftermath are told through the words 

of the participants and pictures of the battle, followed by the images evoked by 

Lincoln's own address at the memorial service following the battle. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010, Great Graphic Novels for Teens 2010  

o ISBN: 9780061561764 

  

Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-year-old GI 
By Ryan Smithson 

Smithson shares his experiences in boot camp and in EQ Platoon during his 2003–

2004 tour of duty in Iraq. His thoughtful voyage out of innocence is inspiring 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780061664687 

  

Ghosts on the Fog: The Untold Story of Alaska's WWII 

Invasion 
By Samantha Seeiple 

This gripping account of the invasion of the Aleutian islands during WWII includes 

both the Japanese and the American perspectives, in addition to the culpability of both 

countries in their treatment of the native people. This journalistic narrative includes 

extensive sources from formerly classified military history. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780545296540 

  

The Girls' Guide to Rocking: How to Start a Band, Books 

Gigs, and Get Rolling to Rock Stardom 
By Jessica Hopper 

This hip, in-depth guide—written by someone who has been there—covers everything 

a teen needs to know but is embarrassed to ask, from buying and caring for equipment 

and writing songs to making a recording and going on tour 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780761151418 
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  

The Good, the Bad and the Barbie: A Doll's History and 

Her Impact on Us 
By Tanya Lee Stone 

Stone provides a thoughtful, readable history of Barbie, from her introduction in 1959 

up to the present. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780670011872 

The Great and Only Barnum: The Tremendous and 

Stupendous Life of the Showman P. T. Barnum 
By Candace Fleming, Ray Fenwick (Illustrator) 

Thrill to the audacity! Gasp at the hucksterism! Come one, come all to the jaw-

dropping, larger-than-life biography of expert humbugger, relentless curiosity seeker, 

and unparalleled showman P. T. Barnum. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780375945977 

  

Harper Lee (Up Close) 
By Kerry Madden 

The author's love for her topic is clear in this heartfelt entry in the Up Close series. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780670010950 
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 Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults  

  

Harry Houdini for Kids: His Life and Adventures with 

21 Magic Tricks and Illusions 
By Laurie Carlson 
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A man of mystery and magic, Ehrich Weisz, a.k.a Harry Houdini, grows from 

performer of clever card tricks to master escape artist in his rags-to-riches rise as an 

American pop culture hero. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9781556527821 

  

Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African 

Americans 
By Kadir Nelson 

The fictitious voice of a strong, proud African American woman weaves her family's 

history with that of America; Nelson's dramatic full-page illustrations strengthen her 

perspective. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780061730740 

  

Hillary Rodham Clinton:  A Woman Living History 
By Karen Blumenthal 

Active in politics from a young age, Hillary Clinton has maintained her commitment 

to public service while serving as First Lady of Arkansas and of the U.S, and as New 

York Senator and U.S. Secretary of State. Blumenthal presents an honest, well-

rounded a 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2017  

o ISBN: 9781250115119 

  

How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the Awfully 

Famous 
By Georgia Bragg, Kevin O'Malley (Illustrator) 

Teen readers get a lot of information about the lives of famous people, but here Bragg 

gleefully presents the gruesome details of their deaths. Whimsical drawings by 

illustrator O'Malley add to the light tone of this dark subject. 
o Nonfiction  

o Humor Me: Funny, Fantastic and Witty Reads  
o Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults 2014, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012, Quick Picks 

for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 2012  
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o ISBN: 9780802798176 

  

I.M. Pei: Architect of Time, Place and Purpose 
By Jill Rubalcaba 

In this stunning presentation of the life and career of one of the top modern architects, 

photographs are combined with architectural plans and drawings, to focus on the 

intriguing background stories of seven of Pei's most famous buildings. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780761459736 

  

Ida M. Tarbell: The Woman Who Challenged Big 

Business—and Won! 
By Emily Arnold McCully 

Born before the Civil War and living in what was truly a man's world, Ida Tarbell was 

one of the first practitioners of what we now call investigative journalism. Although 

she is not well known today, she made a name for herself in her own time by taking 

on the exploitative practices of John D. Rockefeller and the Standard Oil Company. In 

this fine biography that also serves as a social history of the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries, McCully presents a readable and captivating account of this 

unusual woman, showing the reader her inconsistencies and faults as well as the grit, 

determination, and intellect that allowed Tarbell to support herself and her family with 

her writing. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2015  

o ISBN: 9780547290928 

  

Impossible Rescue: The True Story of an Amazing Arctic 

Adventure 
By Martin W. Sandler 

Trapped by the flash freeze of a surprise early Arctic winter in 1897, 265 sailors with 

dwindling supplies and six months of plunging temperatures ahead faced almost 

certain death. Desperate to save them, the United States government hatched a daring 

plan that involved sending three men into brutal weather conditions, on foot, on a 

journey of more than 1500 miles...but they had to be the right three men. 
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o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9780763650803 

  

Imprisoned: The Betrayal of Japanese Americans During 

World War II 
By Martin W. Sandler 

After the Japanese military bombed Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt signed 

Executive Order 9066, forcing the internment of over 100,000 Japanese-Americans. 

This detailed and compassionate chronicle of the internment years incorporates many 

first-hand accounts and photographs. Sandler skillfully provides context for the 

internment and also examines its lasting legacy by examining anti-Japanese sentiment 

in America before World War II and then the redress movement, which advocated for 

compensation and formal apologies for internees after the war. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2014  

o ISBN: 9780802722775 

In the Shadow of Liberty: The Hidden History of 

Slavery, Four Presidents, and Five Black Lives 
By Kenneth C. Davis 

In a clear-eyed, well-researched work, Davis looks at the relationship between five 

enslaved persons and the former presidents who considered them property. In weaving 

together the story of these lives, Davis explains the contradiction between America's f 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2017  

o ISBN: 9781627793117 

  

Into the Unknown: How Great Explorers Found Their 

Way by Land, Sea, and Air 
By Stewart Ross, Stephen Biesty (Illustrator) 

Dramatic cross-sections illustrate the how-they-did-it mechanics of fourteen 

explorations, beginning with Pytheas the Greek's voyage to the Arctic Circle in 340 

BC and concluding with Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin's moon landing in 1969. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780763649487 
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  

Invincible Microbe: Tuberculosis and the Never-Ending 

Search for a Cure 
By Alison Blank, Jim Murphy 

Starting in prehistoric times and continuing to today this book traces the history and 

biology of tuberculosis. In addition to being a medical history of the disease and the 

continuing search for a cure, it seamlessly weaves in the social history of the TB and 

its victims. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9780544455948 

  

Jane Austen: A Life Revealed 
By Catherine Reef 

Reef weaves together biographical information and plot summaries from Austen's 

novels, along with an historical and cultural examination of the society in which she 

lived, resulting in a richly detailed look at the life of this beloved and intriguing 

writer. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780547370217 

  

Janis Joplin: Rise Up Singing 
By Ann Angel 

This book examines the life and musical career of Janis Joplin. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780810983496 

  

A Kidd's Guide to Graphic Design 
By Chip Kidd 

An eyecatching introduction to the world of graphic design. 

o Nonfiction  

o Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 2015, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2014  

o ISBN: 9780761172192 
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Laughing at My Nightmare 
By Shane Burcaw 

An honest and hilarious memoir about living with spinal muscular atrophy. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2015, Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 2015  

o ISBN: 9781626720077 

  

Leaving Glorytown: One Boy's Struggle under Castro 
By Eduardo F. Calcines 

In this coming-of-age autobiography, Calcines portrays the grim reality of his family's 

life in Cuba, from the Bay of Pigs invasion to their journey to the U.S. a decade later 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780374343941 

  

Lost Boy, Lost Girl: Escaping Civil War in the Sudan 
By John Bul Dau 

Enter the world of civil war in Sudan through the eyes of John and Martha, two 

children living in separate villages when the fighting broke out. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9781426307089 

  

The Many Faces of George Washington: Remaking a 

Presidential Icon 
By Carla Killough McClafferty 

Teams of historians, scientists, and artists create three wax statues of George 

Washington at different stages of his life. A brief biography of our first president 

provides context for the detailed process. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780761356080 

  

March: Book Three 
By John Lewis, Andrew Aydin 

o Nonfiction, Graphic Novel, Biography  
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o CSK Book Awards - Author - Winner 2017, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2017, Great 

Graphic Novels for Teens 2017, Michael L. Printz Award 2017  

o ISBN: 9781603094023 

  

Marching For Freedom: Walk Together Children, and 

Don't You Grow Weary 
By Elizabeth Partridge 

Children stirred by the racial injustices they and their parents face in 1964–1965 

Selma, Alabama, become powerful forces in the events that lead to a civil rights 

milestone: the March to Montgomery. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780670011896 

  

The Mighty Mars Rovers: The Incredible Adventures of 

Spirit and Opportunity 
By Elizabeth Rusch 

Man may never set foot on the red planet known as Mars. Steven Squyres understood 

that a geologist was exactly what space exploration needed and set out to convince 

NASA to send a robotic geologist to Mars. In 2003, after eight years, he and his team 

sent two little rovers, Spirit and Opportunity, off on an adventure that was expected to 

last, at best, for three months. Nine years later Opportunity is still travelling across the 

surface sending photos back to earth. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9780547478814 

  

Mission Control, This is Apollo: The Story of the First 

Voyages to the Moon 
By Andrew Chaikin, Alan Bean (Illustrator) 

The Apollo 11 moon landing was just one piece of this larger and more complex 

story, presented with pictures, paintings, and behind-the-scenes information from a 

nonfiction writer and an actual Apollo astronaut. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  
o ISBN: 9780670011568 
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  

Moonbird: A Year on the Wind with the Great Survivor 

B95 
By Phillip Hoose 

Moonbird is a fascinating look at the life of rufa red knots in general and B95, one 

long-lived and tough little bird in particular, and the worldwide efforts to understand 

and save this subspecies of bird from extinction. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9780374304683 

  

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History 

of the Vietnam War 
By Steve Sheinkin 

Sheinkin's latest is a thrilling journalistic account of government insider Daniel 

Ellsberg, who leaked the Pentagon Papers and exposed the questionable decisions that 

led to the United States' involvement in the Vietnam War. This cinematic work 

simultaneously recounts a history of the Vietnam War, details the complete reversal of 

one man's loyalties, chronicles the downfall of a presidential administration, examines 

First Amendment rights, and explores honor and morality. A timely exploration of 

American history that crackles with tension and excitement. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2016  

o ISBN: 9781596439528 

  

Mr. Lincoln's High-Tech War 
By Roger MacBride Allen, Thomas B. Allen 

President Lincoln became the first truly modern president by using the newest 

technology available during the Civil War: the telegraph, the submarine, and the 

repeating rifle. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  
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o ISBN: 9781426303791 

  

Music Was It: Young Leonard Bernstein 
By Susan Goldman Rubin 

Biography of the youth and early adulthood of composer and conductor Leonard 

Bernstein. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9781580893442 

  

The Mysteries of Beethoven's Hair 
By Lydia Nibley, Russell Martin 

Readers follow a snippet of the musical genius' hair through World War II and the 

forensic tests that eventually provide the explanation for his deafness, outbursts, and 

various illnesses. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9781570917141 

  

Mysterious Bones: The Story of the Kennewick Man 
By Katherine Kirkpatrick, Emma Stevenson (Illustrator) 

Detailed watercolor illustrations tell the story of the accidental discovery of the oldest 

and most complete skeleton found in America that challenged scientists' theories on 

its ancestry and led to an ongoing debate as to who owns the ancient bones and how 

the remains can be treated. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780823421879 

  

The Nazi Hunters : How a Team of Spies and Survivors 

Captured the World's Most Notorious Nazi 
By Neal Bascomb 

A stunning account of the mission to capture Adolf Eichmann by an elite team of 

Israeli spies 

o Non-Fiction  
o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2014, Sydney Taylor Book Award Teen - Winner 2014  

o ISBN: 9780545430999 
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  

The Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story of 

Adventure, Heroism & Treachery 
By Steve Sheinkin 

Treating history as mystery, Steve Sheinkin explores the means, motives and 

opportunities of America's most infamous spy and as he reveals Arnold's path towards 

treason. This cradle to grave biography emphasizes the political, social and military 

issues within the Colonial army and how Arnold ambitiously maneuvered his own 

career through grit and determination. 
o Nonfiction  

o Conflicted: Life During Wartime  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2014, Outstanding Books for the College Bound and Lifelong 

Learners 2014, Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults 2014  

o ISBN: 9781596434868 

  

The Omnivore's Dilemma: The Secrets Behind What You 

Eat 
By Michael Pollan 

What's for dinner? You may rethink your answer after finishing this young reader's 

edition of the popular adult book following one omnivore through the industrial food 

chain and back. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780803734159 

  

Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek 
By Maya Van Wagenen 

This memoir of Maya Van Wagenen's eighth grade year is one part 1950s popularity 

guidebook mixed with two parts courage and one truly modern geek girl. She uses 

Betty Cornell's Teenage Popularity Guide to take on the social hierarchy of her school 

and manages to achieve acceptance and understanding. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2015  

o ISBN: 9780525426813 
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The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for 

Civil Rights 
By Steve Sheinkin 

The true, but little-known story of 50 black sailors who chose to defy the Navy by 

refusing to return to duty after an explosion killed 320 servicemen at Port Chicago 

during WWII. Hoffman lends his even-tempered voice to distinguish the story of each 

individual involved and conveys what happened to them in this emotional and 

important episode in U.S. history. 

o Nonfiction  

o Amazing Audiobooks for Young Adults 2015, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2015  

o ISBN: 9780804167444 

  

The President Has Been Shot! The Assassination of John 

F. Kennedy 
By James L. Swanson 

James Swanson takes readers back in time with a thoroughly researched and tightly 

written narrative of John F. Kennedy's assassination.  Beginning with a succinct 

introduction to Kennedy's early life and presidential administration, Swanson sets the 

scene for a detailed and engaging examination of the events before, during, and after 

November 22, 1963, when JFK and Lee Harvey Oswald crossed paths in Dallas with 

tragic results.  The book brings events to life with extensive photographs, diagrams, 

and primary documents, and illuminates Swanson's research and writing process with 

detailed source notes, an extensive bibliography, suggestions for further reading, and a 

comprehensive index. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2014  

o ISBN: 9781467648943 

  

Rachael Ray: Food Entrepreneur 
By Dennis Abrams 

Rachael Ray came from a modest background to achieve fame through hard work, 

drive, and a true love of her subject: food! 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9781604130782 
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Raggin' Jazzin' Rockin': A History of American Musical 

Instrument Makers 
By Susan VanHecke 

This history of the creators of eight musical instruments, including the Martin and 

Fender guitars, Ludwig drums, and more, is accompanied by diagrams of the 

instruments, historical sidelights, and noted musicians. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9781590785744 

  

The Rise and Fall of Senator Joe McCarthy 
By James Giblin 

Here is the life of Joseph McCarthy, from his humble beginnings on a small 

Wisconsin farm to his ascendancy to the United States Senate 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780618610587 

  

Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune 
By Pamela S. Turner, Gareth Hinds (Illustrator) 

Bushido, or samurai culture, has been widely explored in film and literature; here, its 

origins are presented for a teen audience with the tale of the "ultimate samurai," 

Minamoto Yoshitsune. A fast-paced and unexpectedly funny tale filled with family 

feu 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2017  

o ISBN: 9781580895842 

Say What? The Weird and Mysterious Journey of the 

English Language 
By Gena K. Gorrell 

This guide to the evolution of the English language through thousands of years of 

history helps explain word origins, strange pronunciations, and grammatical puzzles 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780887768781 

  

http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11033/raggin-jazzin-rockin-a-history-of-americ
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11033/raggin-jazzin-rockin-a-history-of-americ
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=2491
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2012
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11064/the-rise-and-fall-of-senator-joe-mccarth
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=1069
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2011
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/13413/samurai-rising-the-epic-life-of-minamoto
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=2014
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=872
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2017
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11034/say-what-the-weird-and-mysterious-journe
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11034/say-what-the-weird-and-mysterious-journe
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=890
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2010


Scribbling Women:  True Tales From Astonishing Lives 
By Marthe Jocelyn 

From various times, places, and backgrounds, these eleven women shared one thing: 

writing. Each left a window into her public and private life, including the Japanese 

Imperial Court and lunatic asylums. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780887769528 

  

The Secret of the Yellow Death: A True Story of Medical 

Sleuthing 
By Suzanne Jurmain 

At the turn of the century, doctors across the Americas knew all too well the lethal 

curse of Yellow Fever. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780618965816 

  

Secret Subway: The Fascinating Tale of an Amazing Feat 

of Engineering 
By Martin W. Sandler 

Who knew there was a nineteenth-century "subway" beneath the streets of New York 

City? 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9781426304620 

  

Sex: A Book for Teens: An Uncensored Guide to Your 

Body, Sex and Safety 
By Nikol Hasler 

All aspects of sex for teens, from the basics to beyond, done with a sense of humor 

and without condescension 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011, Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 2011  
o ISBN: 9780981973326 

  

http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11035/scribbling-women-true-tales-from-astonis
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=1731
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2012
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11065/the-secret-of-the-yellow-death-a-true-st
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11065/the-secret-of-the-yellow-death-a-true-st
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=2496
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2010
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11066/secret-subway-the-fascinating-tale-of-an
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11066/secret-subway-the-fascinating-tale-of-an
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=1734
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2010
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11036/sex-a-book-for-teens-an-uncensored-guide
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11036/sex-a-book-for-teens-an-uncensored-guide
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=1979
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2011
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=29&year=2011


Simeon's Story: An Eyewitness Account of the 

Kidnapping of Emmett Till. 
By Herb Boyd, Simeon Wright 

With a fresh perspective and never before been told details, Simeon Wright, the 

cousin of Emmett Till, offers a first hand account of the famous kidnapping and 

murder found in every American history textbook. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9781556527838 

  

Sir Charlie: Chaplin, the Funniest Man in the World 
By Sid Fleischmann 

The funniest man in the world did not lead a very humorous life. Fleischmann ably 

chronicles the life and time of Charlie Chaplin. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780061896408 

  

The Smart Aleck's Guide to American History 
By Adam Selzer 

This title makes history come alive by adding a little silliness and a lot of sarcasm and 

humor 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780385736503 

  

Spies of Mississippi: The True Story of the Spy Network 

that Tried to Destroy the Civil Rights Movement 
By Rick Bowers 

In the 1950s and 1960s, the Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission compiled 

secret files on more than 87,000 private citizens in the most extensive state spying 

program in U.S. history. Its mission: to save segregation. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9781426305955 
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Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different 
By Karen Blumenthal 

Equally reviled and revered--often by the same people--Steve Jobs, the man who 

operated from his own "reality distortion field," was an extraordinary "tweaker" who 

transcended the visionary to perfect the simple and transform the world as we know it. 

o Nonfiction  

o Outstanding Books for the College Bound and Lifelong Learners 2014, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young 

Adults 2013 

o ISBN: 9781250014450 

  

Sugar Changed the World: A Story of Magic, Spice, 

Slavery, Freedom and Science 
By Marc Aronson, Marina Budhos 

Sugar has left a bloody trail through human history. Cane--not cotton or tobacco--

drove the bloody Atlantic slave trade and took the lives of countless Africans who 

toiled on vast sugar plantations under cruel overseers. And yet the very popularity of 

sugar gave abolitionists in England the one tool that could finally end the slave trade. 

This book traces the history of sugar from its origins in New Guinea around 7000 

B.C. to its use in the 21st century to produce ethanol. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780618574926 

  

Sweethearts of Rhythm: The Story of the Greatest All-

Girl Swing Band in the World 
By Marilyn Nelson 

Early 1940s history comes to life though the harmonious “voices” of the instruments 

in the international Sweethearts of Rhythm band and the evocative illustrations by 

Jerry Pinkney 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780803731875 

 

 

 Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults  
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  

Symphony for the City of the Dead: Dmitri Shostakovich 

and the Siege of Leningrad 
By M. T. Anderson 

Dmitri Shostakovich's Seventh Symphony was completed during the horrors of the 

900-day Siege of Leningrad during World War II. Anderson's sweeping history of the 

first half of the twentieth century in Soviet Russia and his focus on the life of the 

slight, bespectacled composer is dramatic, challenging, and immersive. Political and 

cultural revolutions and upheavals enveloped Russia over the decades during which 

Shostakovich grew into one of the West's most celebrated composers. Meticulous 

research and a captivating narrative celebrate courage, perseverance—and music. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2016  

o ISBN: 9780763668181 

  

Teen Cyberbulling Investigated: Where Do Your Rights 

End and Consequences Begin? 
By Tom Jacobs 

Using real life cases, Judge Jacobs examines what is cyberbulling and how it is 

sometimes defined by the courts 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9781575423395 

  

Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows 

Embraced Autism and Changed the World 
By Sy Montgomery 

In this well-written and readable biography, readers are given special insight into the 

insular and unique world of Dr. Temple Grandin. Grandin, who throughout her career 

in animal science, has revolutionized the livestock industry, was born with autism in 

1947 in a world that didn't yet have a name for the disorder. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9780547443157 

  
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Terezin: Voices from the Holocaust 
By Ruth Thomson 

Haunting voices and illustrations portray the trials of the Jews housed at Terezin, used 

as a propaganda tool for the Nazis to disguise the genocide. This compelling 

collection by Thomson brings together original diaries and artwork from artists and 

writers imprisoned there. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780763649630 

  

Their Skeletons Speak: Kennewick Man and the 

Paleoamerican World 
By Sally M. Walker 

Two men stumbled upon human remains along the Columbia River near Kennewick 

Washington. Author, Sally Walker presents the scientific research process and 

discoveries that have been made since 1996 when those 9,000 year-old remains, of 

what is now known as Kennewick Man, were uncovered. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9780761374572 

  

They Called Themselves the K.K.K.: The Birth of an 

American Terrorist Group 
By Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

Documents the history and origin of the Ku Klux Klan from its beginning in Pulaski, 

Tennessee, and provides personal accounts, congressional documents, diaries, and 

more 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780618440337 

  

This Land is Our Land: A History of American 

Immigration 
By Linda Barrett Osborne 
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Immigrants arriving in the U.S. have, more often than not, been met with suspicion, 

anger, and prejudice. Opponents of immigration argue that immigrants take jobs away 

from U.S. citizens, don't deserve to be here, and should be sent back to where they 

cam 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2017  

o ISBN: 9781419716607 

  

This Strange Wilderness: The Life and Art of John 

James Audubon 
By Nancy Plain 

John James Audubon traveled the length and breadth of North America in service of 

his monumental Birds of America, the work that marked his lasting reputation as a 

naturalist. Plain's account, drawn from Audubon's journals and letters, conveys the 

artist's determination (some regarded him as a madman) to document the continent's 

rich variety of birds and other wildlife. This elegantly designed book deftly blends art 

and ornithology, and includes lovely reproductions of Audubon's work. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2016  

o ISBN: 9780803248847 

  

Titanic: Voices From the Disaster 
By Deborah Hopkinson 

This moving, exciting history of the 1912 disaster reads like an action movie with 

cliffhangers at the end of each chapter. The additional material, ranging from the only 

surviving photos of the inside of the boat during its journey to diagrams and timelines 

to accounts of what happened to the survivors afterwards, is exhaustive and 

meticulously researched. 
o Nonfiction  

o Narrative Non-Fiction: Inspired by Actual Events  

o Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults 2015, Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9780545116756 

  

To Timbuktu: Nine Countries, Two People, One True 

Story 
By Casey Scieszka 
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Casey and Steven, two twenty-something students, travel together through China, 

Vietnam, Laos, Thailand and Mali on Casey's Fulbright scholarship in an attempt to to 

learn about each other, themselves, and other cultures. This illustrated memoir is full 

of travel facts that will pique readers' interest. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9781596435278 

  

Tom Thumb: The Remarkable True Story of a Man in 

Miniature 
By George Sullivan 

Sullivan portrays Tom Thumb as the first international superstar, documenting and 

recreating the late 1800s through primary sources, evocative book design, period 

illustrations, and numerous photographs. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780547182032 

  

Traveling the Freedom Road: From Slavery and the Civil 

War through Reconstruction 
By Linda Barrett Osbourne 

African American life from pre–Civil War through Reconstruction is vividly 

portrayed through a plethora of primary sources and visual artifacts, published in 

association with the Library of Congress. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780810983380 

  

Truce 
By Jim Murphy 

Bored and miserable after months in the trenches along Europe"s Western Front 

during WWI, German and Allied soldiers brought fighting to a halt to celebrate 

Christman together in 1914. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780545130493 
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  

Under Siege!: Three Children at the Civil War Battle for 

Vicksburg 
By Andrea Warren 

Three children recount their experiences during the 47-day siege of Vicksburg during 

the Civil War. Exciting, well-researched, and illustrated with period photos and prints. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780374312558 

  

Unraveling Freedom: The Battle for Democracy on the 

Home Front During World War I 
By Ann Bausum 

While American troops fought against the Germans in World War I, patriots at home 

took up their own battle against all things German, with both comic and tragic 

consequences. Photographs and illustrations from the time period add to the appeal of 

this readable history. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9781426307034 

  

The Vermeer Interviews: Conversations with Seven 

Works of Art 
By Bob Raczka 

Seven of Johannes Vermeer's paintings are viewed and analyzed in a unique interview 

format, producing fascinating details of both historical and artistic context 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780822594024 

  

Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers 
By Deborah Heiligman 

The bond between brothers was never stronger. Drawing on their lifelong 

correspondence, Heiligman plumbs their journey from an ascetic upbringing in a 

Protestant parsonage to the auction houses of Europe as Theo develops business 

http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11080/under-siege-three-children-at-the-civil
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11080/under-siege-three-children-at-the-civil
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=117
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2010
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11081/unraveling-freedom-the-battle-for-democr
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11081/unraveling-freedom-the-battle-for-democr
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=146
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2012
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11068/the-vermeer-interviews-conversations-wit
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11068/the-vermeer-interviews-conversations-wit
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=278
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2010
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/13657/vincent-and-theo-the-van-gogh-brothers
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=642


acumen, all the while supporting volatile Vincent's groundbreaking artistic endeavors 

both materially and emotionally. 
o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2018  

o ISBN: 9780805093391 

  

The War to End All Wars: The Story of World War I 
By Jack Batten 

The catastrophe that was the First World War is vividly depicted in this history of the 

major events and people involved, ranging from the Kaiser of Germany to young 

soldiers in the Canadian Army. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780887768798 

  

Watch This Space: Designing, Defending and Sharing 

Public Spaces 
By Hadley Dyer 

With excellent color visuals, readers gain an understanding of the role urban planning 

can play in creating a sense of community and are assisted in thinking deeply about 

the world around them. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9781554532933 

  

We Are Not Beasts of Burden: Cesar Chavez and the 

Delano Grape Strike 
By Stuart Kallen 

Traces the history of California farmworkers fighting for better working and living 

conditions. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2011  

o ISBN: 9780761346082 

  

http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2018
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11069/the-war-to-end-all-wars-the-story-of-wor
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=1052
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2010
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11082/watch-this-space-designing-defending-and
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11082/watch-this-space-designing-defending-and
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=950
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2011
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11083/we-are-not-beasts-of-burden-cesar-chavez
http://booklists.yalsa.net/book/11083/we-are-not-beasts-of-burden-cesar-chavez
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=2469
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?genre=26
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?booklist=21&year=2011


We've Got a Job: The 1963 Birmingham Children's 

March 
By Cynthia Levinson 

Focusing on the experiences of four young people who were at the center of a pivotal 

moment in the American civil rights movement, this is the story of 4,000 black 

children and teenagers who voluntarily went to jail between May 2 and May 11, 1963. 

In the end, the children succeeded where adults had failed, and one of the most 

racially violent cities in America was desegregated. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2013  

o ISBN: 9781561456277 

  

Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the Bicycle to 

Freedom (With a Few Flat Tires Along the Way) 
By Sue Macy 

Explore the role the bicycle played in the women's liberation movement. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9781426307614 

  

The Whydah: A Pirate Ship Feared, Wrecked, and 

Found 
By Martin W. Sandler 

Cinematic portrayals of the high seas can't touch the rollicking realities of life aboard 

the Eighteenth century ship, The Whydah. 
o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2018  

o ISBN: 9780763680336 

  

Wideness & Wonder: The Life and Art of Georgia 

O'Keefe 
By Susan Goldman Rubin 

O'Keefe's passion for art, along with her unconventional behavior, elevated her to 

national attention at a time when there were few female painters, especially after she 

moved to New Mexico and began her unique paintings of skulls, flowers, and desert 

landscapes. 
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o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9780811869836 

  

Witches: The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem 
By Rosalyn Schanzer 

Schanzer's dramatic narrative voice, primary source evidence, and atmospheric 

scratchboard illustrations combine to shine a meticulously researched, reality-show 

spotlight on the Salem Witch Trials. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2012  

o ISBN: 9781426308697 

  

The Word Snoop 
By Ursula Dubosarsky 

Dubosarsky takes readers on a lively tour through the peculiarities of the English 

language, from the alphabet of 4000 B.C. to present-day texting. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780803734067 

  

Written in Bone: Buried Lives of Jamestown and 

Colonial Maryland 
By Sally M. Walker 

By presenting a detailed examination into the work of different types of forensic 

archaeology at excavations in both Jamestown, Virginia, and Colonial Maryland, 

readers are rewarded with both a picture of this fascinating work and an appreciation 

for what it contributes to our knowledge of history. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780822571353 

  

Years of Dust: The Story of the Dust Bowl 
By Albert Marrin 

Marrin begins with the ecology and history of the Great Plains, illuminates the 

Depression and Dust Bowl years, and then clarifies not only the human mistakes that 
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made conditions ideal for the disaster, but also the continuing threat those same 

mistakes create today in parts of the world. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9780525420774 

  

The Young Inferno 
By John Agard, Satoshi Kitamura (Illustrator) 

With Aesop as his guide, a hoodie-clad teen hero glimpses human failure during his 

journeys through the Circles of Hell, in this twenty-first century twist on Dante's 

vision. 

o Nonfiction  

o Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 2010  

o ISBN: 9781845077693 
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